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RECENT LITERATURE. 

The Colorado Formation. 1 — This memoir by T. W. Stanton is 
published as Bulletin, No. 106 of the U. S. Geol. Survey. It comprises 
the descriptions and illustrations of all the species that can now be as- 
signed to the fauna, thirty-nine of which are believed to be new to 
science. In an introductory chapter the author defines the Colorado 
formation, describes local sections, and gives faunal lists that show 
the vertical range and areal distribution of most of the species. This 
formation has been recognized by means of its characteristic fossils in 
Iowa, Minnesota, the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Montana, Utah, Arizona and New Mexico. Equivalent strata exist in 
Texas and the adjacent regions, and over large areas in British Amer- 
ica. As yet it is unknown east of the Mississippi, but it may have an 
equivalent on the Pacific coast, as one of its most characteristic fossils, 
Inoceramus labiatus is reported from the Upper shales and sandstones 
of the Queen Charlotte Island. 

Mr. Stanton considers the fauna, as a whole, the taxonomic equiva- 
lent of the Turonian, as first pointed out by Cope. 

The memoir is richly illustrated with 45 page plates of drawings 
carefully finished in detail. 

Our Native Birds of Song and Beauty. 2 — This work by Mr. 
Nehrling is designed to awaken a love for nature among young people 
and particularly to interest them in bird-life so that they will not only 
protect it, but they will also study the habits and learn the haunts of 
birds with the view of fostering them by providing suitable nesting- 
places. It is issued in quarto form and the publishers have left nothing 
to be desired in the way of paper, type, and all that goes to present a 
book in an artistic form. The complete work will be a treatise on all 
the native North American Birds from the Thrushes to the Parrots. 
Vol. I, which is now at hand, carries the reader through the Swallows. 
An introductory chapter contains brief remarks on birds prized for 
their song or beauty, their habits, migration, their utility, their enemies, 
their protection ; and the acclimatization of exotic birds. Then follow 

1 The Colorado Formation and Invertebrate Fauna. By T. W. Stanton. Bull, 
of the U. S. Geol. Surv., No. 106. Washington, 1893. 

2 Our Native Birds of Song and Beauty. Vol. I. By Henry Nehrling. Mil- 
waukee, 1893. 
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descriptions of species and with each description the author gives an 
account of the habits and habitat, based chiefly on his own observations. 
In every case the local name is given in addition, and no effort is 
spared to combine scientific accuracy with popular diction. The plates 
by Ridgway and Miitzel are admirable specimens of color printing. 

Cartailhac's Prehistoric France. 3 — This work forms one of the 
Bibliotheque Scientifique Internationale Series, and like the rest of 
that set aims to embody the leading facts of the subject treated in brief 
essay which shall be at once both popular and scientific. M. Car- 
tailhac's opening chapter is a history of the progress of the science of 
archeology, and contains a resume 1 of the important discoveries made 
in France. Then follows a discussion of the evidence for the existence 
of preglacial man, and a presentation of the undoubted facts concern- 
ing his appearance during early Plistocene. Under the head " artistic 
manifestations," are described the drawings and sculptures by primitive 
man, and the conclusions drawn from a comparison of the work with 
that of uncivilized man of the present day. A chapter on human bones 
discovered in the Alluvium and another on the mortuary customs as evi- 
denced by the position, condition and surroundings of the skeletons dis- 
covered in caverns and burial-places closes the history of Paleolithic 
man. 

Of Neolithic man M. Cartailhac makes a longer story. The grottoes, 
both natural and artificial, used as sepulchres, and the strange megali- 
thic crypts, are very fully described, together with the funeral rites of 
the ancient Gauls. Ethnographic comparisons are made with living 
races, particularly as to the custom of erecting stones as monuments. 
Finally a discussion of the type of Neolithic man as revealed by the 
Cro-Magnon and other skulls found within the last few years brings to 
a close this interesting work on prehistoric man. 

The volume forms one of the series edited by M. Lanessan, and it is 
of importance as furnishing a review of what has been discovered in 
that richest of all fields, France. 

Report of the U. S. National Museum for 1892.*— This report 
comprises the Reports of the Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution upon the condition and progress of the Museum ; Reports of 
the Curators ; Paper's illustrative of collections in the Museum ; A 
Bibliography; and List of Accessions. Shufeldt's Paper on scientific 

3 La France Prehistorique d'apres les Sepultures et les Monuments. Par 
Emile Cartailhac. Paris, 1889. 



